




























































                              ACT OF NOVEMBER 15, 1990 
 

    To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to reinstate oil and gas lease LA 033164. 
 
   Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That subsection 
31(g) of the Mineral Leasing Act, as amended (30 U.S.C. 188(g)), is 
amended by adding the following: 
     “(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any lease issued 
pursuant to section 14 of this Act shall be eligible for reinstatement 
under the terms and condi tions set forth in subsections (c), (d), and 
(e) of this section, applicable to leases issued under subsection 17(c) 
of this Act (30 U.S.C. 226(c)) except, that, upon reinstatement, such 
lease shall continue for twenty years and so long thereafter as oil or 
gas is produced in paying quantities. 
     “(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any lease issued 
pursuant to section 14 of the Act shall, upon renewal on or after 
enactment of this paragraph, continue for twenty years and so long 
thereafter as oil or gas is produced in paying quantities.”. 
  Sec. 2. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, United 
States oil and gas leases CALA 033164, CAS 019746C, and CAS 
021009B shall be eligible for reinstatement under the terms and 
conditions set forth in subsections 31(c), (d), and (e) of the Mineral 
Leasing Act, as amended (30 U.S.C. 188 (c), (d), and (e)) applicable 
to leases issued under section 17(c) of the Mineral Leasing Act (30 
U.S.C. 226(c)) except, that, upon reinstatement, such lease shall 
continue for twenty years and so long thereafter as oil or gas is 
produced in paying quantities. 
  (b) Within thirty days after the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of the Interior shall give written notice by registered mail 
to the last lessees of record for the leases listed in subsection (a) of 
this section that said lessees may petition for reinstatement in 
accordance with the procedures and conditions in subsections 31 (c), 
(d), and (e) of the Mineral Leasing Act, as amended (30 U.S.C. 188 
(c), (d), and (e)).  The lessee shall have sixty days from the date of 
the Secretary’s notice to file such petition.  If the Secretary 
determines that the leases listed in subsection (a) of this section 
qualify for reinstatement pursuant to subsection 31(d) (30 U.S.C. 
118(d)), in all respects except for compliance with the deadlines 
imposed by that provision, the Secretary shall reinstate such leases. 
     Approved November 15, 1990. 
 
 
NOTE: Regarding all Mineral Leasing Act sections 
noted on this page:  SEE footnotes listed under the 
section number to locate subsequent amendments in 
each section. 
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PORTION OF THE ENERGY POLICY ACT OF 1992 
 

One Hundred Second Congress of the United States of America 
 AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Friday, the third day 
of January, one thousand nine hundred and ninety-two 

 
An Act To provide for improved energy efficiency. 
 

TITLE XXV-COAL, OIL, AND GAS (in part) 
 
SEC. 2505. FEDERAL LIGNITE COAL ROYALTIES. 
 
(a) COAL IN FORT UNION REGION.-Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, or any regulation or guideline issued thereunder, the 
Secretary of the Interior may determine, with respect to lignite coal in 
the Fort Union region, a lesser royalty than the royalty specified under 
section 7 of the Mineral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 207). Any lesser royalty 
granted under this section, or under section 39 of the Mineral Leasing 
Act (30 U.S.C. 209) after March 29, 1990, for lignite coal in the Fort 
Union region shall continue for a term of at least 10 years from the 
effective date of such reduction. 
 
(b) REVIEW AND EXTENSION.-Within 10 years after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Interior shall review the effect 
of any royalty reduction pursuant to subsection (a) on the production of 
coal. If the Secretary determines that such royalty reduction has had no 
significant adverse impact on coal production, upon a request by a lignite 
coal operator in the Fort Union region, the Secretary may grant an 
additional royalty reduction for a period of 10 years, provided that the 
total term of the reduced royalty granted pursuant to subsection (a) and 
this subsection for a tract or lease does not exceed a period of 20 years. 
 
SEC. 2506. ACQUIRED FEDERAL LAND MINERAL RECEIPTS 
MANAGEMENT. 
 
(a) MINERAL RECEIPTS UNDER ACQUIRED LANDS ACT.-Section 
6 of the Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired Lands (30 U.S.C. 355) is 
amended by inserting "(a)" before the first sentence and by adding the 
following new subsection at the end thereof: 
 
"(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any payment to a State 
under this section shall be made by the Secretary of the Interior and shall 
be made not later than the last business day of the month following the 
month in which such moneys or associated reports are received by the 
Secretary of the Interior, whichever is later. The Secretary shall pay 
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interest to a State on any amount not paid to the State within that time at 
the rate prescribed under section 111 of the Federal Oil and Gas Royalty 
Management Act of 1982 from the date payment was required to be 
made under this subsection until the date payment is made.". 
 
(b) AUTHORITY TO MANAGE CERTAIN MINERAL LEASES.-The 
Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired Lands (30 U.S.C. 351 and following) 
is amended by adding the following new section at the end thereof: 
 
"SEC. 11. AUTHORITY TO MANAGE CERTAIN MINERAL 
LEASES. 
 
"Each department, agency and instrumentality of the United States which 
administers lands acquired by the United States with one or more 
existing mineral lease shall transfer to the Secretary of the Interior the 
authority to administer such lease and to collect all receipts due and 
payable to the United States under the lease. In the case of lands acquired 
on or before the date of the enactment of this section, the authority to 
administer the leases and collect receipts shall be transferred to the 
Secretary of the Interior as expeditiously as practicable after the date of 
enactment of this section. In the case of lands acquired after the date of 
enactment of this section, such authority shall be vested with the 
Secretary at the time of acquisition. The provisions of section 6 of this 
Act shall apply to all receipts derived from such leases where such 
receipts are due and payable to the United States under the lease in the 
same manner as such provisions apply to receipts derived from leases 
issued under the authority of this Act. For purposes of this section, the 
term 'existing mineral lease' means any lease in existence at the time land 
is acquired by the United States. Nothing in this section shall be 
construed to affect the existing surface management authority of any 
Federal agency.". 
 
(c) CLARIFICATION.-Section 7 of the Act of August 18, 1941, ch. 377 
(33 U.S.C. 701c-3) is amended by adding the following sentence at the 
end thereof: "For the purposes of this section, the term 'money' includes, 
but is not limited to, such bonuses, royalties and rentals (and any interest 
or other charge paid to the United States by reason of the late payment of 
any royalty, rent, bonus or other amount due to the United States) paid to 
the United States from a mineral lease issued under the authority of the 
Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired Lands or paid to the United States 
from a mineral lease in existence at the time of the acquisition of the land 
by the United States.". 
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SEC. 2507. RESERVED OIL AND GAS. 
 
(a) IN GENERAL.-Section 17(b) of the Mineral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 
226(b)) is amended as follows- 
 
(1) In paragraph (1)(A), strike out "under paragraph (2)" and insert in 
lieu thereof "under paragraphs (2) and (3)". 
 
(2) Adding at the end thereof the following new paragraph: 
 
"(3)(A) If the United States held a vested future interest in a mineral 
estate that, immediately prior to becoming a vested present interest, was 
subject to a lease under which oil or gas was being produced, or had a 
well capable of producing, in paying quantities at an annual average 
production volume per well per day of either not more than 15 barrels 
per day of oil or condensate, or not more than 60,000 cubic feet of gas, 
the holder of the lease may elect to continue the lease as a 
noncompetitive lease under subsection (c)(1). 
 
"(B) An election under this paragraph is effective- 
 
"(i) in the case of an interest which vested after January 1, 1990, and on 
or before the date of enactment of this paragraph, if the election is made 
before the date that is 1 year after the date of enactment of this 
paragraph; 
 
"(ii) in the case of an interest which vests within 1 year after the date of 
enactment of this paragraph, if the election is made before the date that is 
2 years after the date of enactment of this paragraph; and 
 
"(iii) in any case other than those described in clause (i) or (ii), if the 
election is made prior to the interest becoming a vested present interest. 
 
"(C) Notwithstanding the consent requirement referenced in section 3 of 
the Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired Lands (30 U.S.C. 352), the 
Secretary shall issue a noncompetitive lease under subsection (c)(1) to a 
holder who makes an election under subparagraph (A) and who is 
qualified to hold a lease under this Act. Such lease shall be subject to all 
terms and conditions under this Act that are applicable to leases issued 
under subsection 
(c)(1). 
 
"(D) A lease issued pursuant to this paragraph shall continue so long as 
oil or gas continues to be produced in paying quantities. 
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"(E) This paragraph shall apply only to those lands under the 
administration of the Secretary of Agriculture where the United States 
acquired an interest in such lands pursuant to the Act of March 1, 1911 
(36 Stat. 961 and following).". 
 
(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.-The amendments made by subsection (a) apply 
with respect to those mineral estates in which the interest of the United 
States becomes a vested present interest after January 1, 1990. 
 
 
SEC. 2508. CERTAIN OUTSTANDING OIL AND GAS. 
 
(a) IN GENERAL.-Section 17 of the Mineral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 
226) is amended by adding the following new subsection after subsection 
(n): 
 
"(o) CERTAIN OUTSTANDING OIL AND GAS.-(1) Prior to the 
commencement of surface-disturbing activities relating to the 
development of oil and gas deposits on lands described under paragraph 
(5), the Secretary of Agriculture shall require, pursuant to regulations 
promulgated by the Secretary, that such activities be subject to terms and 
conditions as provided under paragraph (2). 
 
"(2) The terms and conditions referred to in paragraph (1) shall require 
that reasonable advance notice be furnished to the Secretary of 
Agriculture at least 60 days prior to the commencement of surface 
disturbing activities. 
 
"(3) Advance notice under paragraph (2) shall include each of the 
following items of information: 
 
"(A) A designated field representative. 
 
"(B) A map showing the location and dimensions of all improvements, 
including but not limited to, well sites and road and pipeline accesses. 
 
"(C) A plan of operations, of an interim character if necessary, setting 
forth a schedule for construction and drilling. 
 
"(D) A plan of erosion and sedimentation control. 
 
"(E) Proof of ownership of mineral title. 
 
Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to affect any authority of 
the State in which the lands concerned are located to impose any 
requirements with respect to such oil and gas operations. 
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"(4) The person proposing to develop oil and gas deposits on lands 
described under paragraph (5) shall either- 
 
"(A) permit the Secretary to market merchantable timber owned by the 
United States on lands subject to such activities; or 
 
"(B) arrange to purchase merchantable timber on lands subject to such 
surface disturbing activities from the Secretary of Agriculture, or 
otherwise arrange for the disposition of such merchantable timber, upon 
such terms and upon such advance notice of the items referred to in 
subparagraphs (A) through (E) of paragraph (3) as the Secretary may 
accept. 
 
"(5)(A) The lands referred to in this subsection are those lands 
referenced in subparagraph (B) which are under the administration of the 
Secretary of Agriculture where the United States acquired an interest in 
such lands pursuant to the Act of March 1, 1911 (36 Stat. 961 and 
following), but does not have an interest in oil and gas deposits that may 
be present under such lands. This subsection does not apply to any such 
lands where, under the provisions of its acquisition of an interest in the 
lands, the United States is to acquire any oil and gas deposits that may be 
present under such lands in the future but such interest has not yet vested 
with the United States. 
 
"(B) This subsection shall only apply in the Allegheny National Forest.". 
 
(b) REGULATIONS.-Within 90 days after the enactment of this Act the 
Secretary of Agriculture shall promulgate regulations to implement the 
amendment made by subsection (a). 
 
SEC. 2509. FEDERAL ONSHORE OIL AND GAS LEASING. 
 
The first sentence of section 17(e) of the Mineral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 
226(e)) is amended by striking the phrase starting with "Competitive 
leases" and ending with "ten years: Provided, however," and inserting in 
lieu thereof the following: "Competitive and noncompetitive leases 
issued under this section shall be for a primary term of 10 years: 
Provided, however,". 
 

Sec. 17(e) 
 
Primary lease term of 
competitive leases 
amended from 5 to 10 
years. 



SEC. 2510. OIL PLACER CLAIMS. 
 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, in furtherance of the 
purposes of the Act of February 11, 1897, commonly referred to as the 
Oil Placer Act, and section 37 of the Mineral Leasing Act, the Secretary 
of the Interior is authorized and directed to, within 90 days after the 
enactment of this Act, (1) convey by quit-claim deed to the owner or 
owners, or (2) separately and as an alternative, disclaim and relinquish 
by a document in any form suitable for recordation in the county within 
which the lands are situated, all right, title and interest or claim of 
interest of the United States to those lands in the counties of Hot Springs, 
Park and Washakie in the State of Wyoming, held pursuant to the Act of 
February 11, 1897, and which are currently producing covered 
substances under a cooperative or unit plan of development. 
 

Sec. 37 
 
Conveyance of Oil Placer 
claims in the counties of Hot 
Springs, Park, and Washakie 
in the State of Wyoming. 











FOOTNOTES FOR SECTION 39:  MINERAL LEASING ACT OF 1920 
93.  Sec. 39 was added by the Act of 2/9/33, at p. 28 this text. 
94.  Sec. 39 was added by the Act of 2/9/33, at p. 28 this text. 
95.  Sec. 39 is amended by the Act of 8/8/46, at p. 47-48 this text. 
96.  Sec. 39 is amended by the Act of 6/3/48, at p. 55-56 this text. 
97.  Sec. 39 is amended by the Act of 4/21/76, at p. 108 this text. 
98.  Sec. 39 is amended by the Act of 11/16/81, at p. 114 this text. 
 
FOOTNOTES FOR SECTION 14 (cont’d): MINERAL LEASING ACT OF 1920 
99.  Sec. 14 is amended by the Act of 11/15/90, at p. 140 this text. 
 
FOOTNOTES FOR SECTION 31 (cont’d): MINERAL LEASING ACT OF 1920 
100. Sec. 31 is amended by the Act of 11/15/90, at p. 140 this text. 
 
FOOTNOTES FOR SECTIONS 6, 7, 11, 17, AND 37:  MINERAL LEASING ACT OF 1920 
101.  These sections amended by the Act of January 3, 1992 – The Energy 
Policy Act of 1992, at p. 141 this text. 
 
SECTION 40: 
Added by Act of 6/16/34, at p. 29 this text. 
 
SECTION 41; 
Added by Act of 12/21/87, at p. 136 this text. 
 
SECTION 42: 
Added by Act of 9/2/60, at p. 76 this text. 
 
SECTION 43: 
Added by Act of 12/21/87, at p. 139 this text. 
 
SECTION 44: 
Added by Act of 12/21/87, at p. 139 this text. 
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